THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

salji Jhala, and drove him to take refuge with Ra Melak
of Junagadh.

Ahmad Shah then returned to Gujarat, but he sent an
army against Junagadh. Fierce fighting took place at
Wanthali, and when this place fell, Junagadh was be-
sieged. This fortress also fell after a short time, but Ra
Melak escaped to the small fort on the top of the Girnar
Hill, which is practically inaccessible to an invader.
There the Mahomedans left him, but they received
submission from all the leading nobles of Saurashtra, and
left two agents in Junagadh to collect tribute. Ra Melak
died in the following year, and was succeeded by his son,
Ra Jayasinha HI.

With the establishment of a Mahomedan kingdom
in Gujarat, having its headquarters at Ahmadabad, Maho-
medan influence in Saurashtra began to be very acutely
felt* Religion has always been one of the strong pro-
clivities of all Hindu peoples, and the Musalman invaders
were never renowned for toleration in this respect.
Accordingly, Saurashtra was to suffer greatly, for it
numbered among its notable places Prabhas Patan,
Girnar and Palitana Hills, and Dwarka, all of which were
considered very holy to Hindus, and against which
Mahomedan aggression was to be principally directed.
The Emperor Akbar alone of all the great Mahomedan
rulers understood the great advantage to be obtained
from religious toleration in a conquered country, and had
other rulers been imbued with his ideas of suffering each
man to follow his own religious feelings, Mahomedan
authority would never have been so particularly loathed
as was the case.

The result of such a policy was that fighting between
Mahomedans and Hindus was carried on almost without
interruption from the time Mahomedan authority began
to assert itself. In this respect, Saurashtra and Rajpu-
tana suffered very severely, for the proud Rajput rulers,
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